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This issue WAS going te feature the Menbers, and a preper . 
Ebro erview with A Certain Ratie,but semeene stele the bag centaining 


- the tapes,se ne Members and a sert-ef interview with A C R | . 
pad te get an interview with the Skids via an acquaintance,but 
"Aw ne Ricky enly dees interviews with Seunds and the Express" 


Really, & icky?that, and medelling the latest and trendiest 
— tne Blitz seem te be yeur gele presccupati ens, lately. Shame you're 


net really Aifally fameus to account fer Prim-denna behaviour. 


slowly becoming a stagnant,stinking poel cheking with the 


erpses ef dead punk herees, bánds toe interested in their mirror 


imagas to see how hila ri sus they are The audiences are 
$ Por toe trendy to display enthusiasm,and the bands seem te spend 
mere time running their hands threugh their hair,and planning 


drebes and taking sure Hey leek like Bowie than writing sengs. 


| 


ne he 4 Tt: ls fastídi ous ph eney, eppresive, screamingl y bering. 


E ‘Londen 15 still burning with beredon, enly mes t Lendeners are tee busy being 


This fanzine was 


Pas edited by Tem, 
bier arica by Ten, 
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The lack ef any decent lecal bands is really depressing.Lenden is se eppresive 
yeu feel all eyes are on you,panic,and therefere can't develep at yeur own 
rate.allso,a let of bands starting out seem te think IMAGE is ultra-impertant, 
se they fuss about the clethes and halírout and ferget that music is what they're 
suppesed te be prejecting.Whe cares if you're loeking trendy,alienated, , revelting? 
when I saw The “all,Mark Smith were straight cerds which , 
had ebviously seen better days and neene gave a fuck. lf it's werth any th ng, 
the music will preve itself, | 
I went te see a fairly seritibs lecal band, the Fugle men, rehearse, 


they haye seme geod material, thanks te the excellem ce ef their inventive, 


cempetent keyba ard player.Alse the lyrics are.pretty s tunning, when red eff 
a sheet,but they have a mediecre Singer whe can't preject much (Except his 
ewn image) $ 
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The Tea Set are as follews:Nic, vocalist-tall,lanky-feminisms answer te D. 
H arry???Cally plays drums and has a strange bit ef hair growing eut of his 
head...Nick plays bass and is new,Mark is the keybeardist and he seemed a 

bit shy,Ren plays guitar and is a virtuese burper.Se,en with the interview. ... 


TW-Hew did the Tea Set start? 
Cally-We wind each other up in the merning.We're friends,basically.Nark is 


a balleen designer in Fapalwerth ,I werk in a laundrette.Ni ok was a skin'ead 


‘he gave it up as a bad jeb.We all came together Arar: Ren and I, whe were in 
a band called the Bears, left. | 
TAW- What made you ge en Waldo's? 
Cally-We formed WYaide's.Because we were -um-true punks ,we decided te form | 
eur ewn label.We teek our recerd aleng to Wilde's and Welde'sthen decided 
te plug fer Walde's. | 
TW-Whe's the meney behind it?and the man? 


Cally-the man's called Phil Smee 


Nic-There's net a let of money invelved. 
Ron-Net a let of man either. 


Cally-It's really a launching pad fer small bands to get up end preject 
themselves and get even smaller.- 
Se Ren and me formed this. band called the Tea Set.ile feund Duncan 
en a street corner. 


TW-Why did you kick him eut? 
| Cally-Persenal reasens ,really.Like he was getting married and his feet smelt, 


tT W-He always leeks half-dead in phetes. 


Cally-He was half dead. Ne, what it was,it was a big pese.To loek ill and dying 
ef TB. | 


Nic-Elegantly wasted. 
Cally-And Ren and me fermed The Wire .The n he -um-kicked them all out,and The 
Wire re-fermed as Wire, 


Nic-Our seng,B8%G is frem an eld Wire number called Marys a dyke.The werds 
were terrible,we kept the tune. 
Cally-1t went-Mary's a dyke,Mary's a dyke, 

Saw her in the garden, couldn't get a hard-en 

BIC... ect o 

Cally-This is George Guilty whe left.That's the sert ef lyrics he was inte. | 
Ren-Geerge formed Sexism MY against Reck. 3 a * 
TW) are” you a full-time band? 


Nic-Very much se.We really need an agecy te arrange dates rer us .Our last 


‘gig was in February(This is Aril)Gigs are se rare at, He mement We're net 
the enly band.Peeple like Teardrep and Eche and the Bunnymen, 
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but to my mind, some of the f 
finest bands came from there 


(conte. gigs are quite spayse) 
tre a bit shy as well. 


=Tw-why did your ist EP do so well Name one REALLY fine band that 
Gally-Vosit had a 16 page booklet E dian't?? | 
With it.eThexthat Parry Thomas did well TW-Joy Division. 
was cos alot of people bought it td look at the Cally-0h. 00K 
picture.Never played the record, nano tun. | 


We've a compilation album for Bide [Tw-Swell Maps???? 

fò American release with Teardrop] Cally-Four of them did.. 

anggcho .1t's doing quite well,we | Nic-Bands that have been to Art. 
etquijs,2 few letters from people] College reflect it in their 


Ron=Yeah, John F» Kennedy. album covers,light shhows,etc. 


TW= So, what are your influences? Wedo that -—presentation.l don't 
Ns eebifferent.. . think people who wentto Art © 
Sau Aleohol | | Collegesay ""Nyaah,we went to 


Nic-They're diverse-I like theClas ArtCollege"the press make a 


and Wire. thing of it and peoplef, resent 


them for it. 


Cally-SwellMaps..A lot of people 
i don't realise they have present-da 
influences.A big influence of mine 
Wire.Present-day bands always infl 
i ygu.The most sicking thing iswhen 
people pick the most obscure things 
and say they influenced them. Like 


Sinatra and Gershwin. audience.Obviously wef Attract a 
Nic- Our attitude as a band is inf Juencec lot of punks,we also attract 


by the fact that we went to Art ScHool a lot of head-banging types.The 
It's like a state of mind. reaction we had whenwe played 


Cally-Yaeh,Art Scho ands are redlly pith the Monochrome Set-they 
a Een by the media A were really cool - Just there 


W=What kind of following do you 


mattract-? 

ViceMainly gay. 

Ron-Gay 13 year-old nubiles. 
Nic-f}'d say we have a very wide 
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Qcont) Ye seen "WE 
really. de gave them — 
our over-the-top stage 

show.we shocked them,really “eg 
They weren't expecting our kind 
of wackingess.They didn't know wha 
to make of usethey couldn't tell from 
our name. | 
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TW-About your name-whatwas that about the ed © 
Sounds not liking it-* | a 
Nic-Oh Alan Lewis hated it.Because the name doesn't 
conjure up images,like Bauhaus,oneven worse,New Muzic 


md oes 


fancy calling a band New Muzic»...he thought we were a bun =i 
of piss -artists,some of McCullough's protegees.Even though wei 
had a Single Uf The Wrek in Sounds and we were in McCullough's ~ 
play-list for about two months.Which hurt,because we are serious; 
we're very serious at what we do. 

TWeWhat's this about supporting the Clash? A 
Nic-1 was talking to Mick Jones at the Acklam Hall gig and he askedus ae AN : 
andl said yesel hope it doesn't fall through. 
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If you d heard the session on Peel,you'd kno w that the Tea Set areoriginal 
¿funny totally un-catagorisablgand,as the bald one said,"very good indeed" 
If you haven't already,check out their first EP whidis brillyand 

and rowdy and ridiculous..actually,you won't be able to cos it 's sold 
out.So has the second I think,but I'm probably wrong. The second'S 

called Parry Thoma s and it's all about this bloke whose head. gets chopped 
off when he breaks the land-speed record.The flip is even better,it's 
inaneits chorus goes "Tri XPan is the one for me " andit'll stay in 

your r,ain for days. 
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A Certain katio ae ee 
The name is obscure and strangely familiar (aBrain Eno song)Itgives 
a clue to the nature of the band.Like their name,their music is 
| obscure,in that it is totally undefinable.They discard conventional 
i harmony,jumble together. clumps of sound,stolen from unlikely sources 
use whisles and trumpets.The music is discordant yet not at all 
ungraceful,uncomfortable because it shatters all conventions-doesn't 
even attempt to be nice to hear and do they give adamn-??This review 
already sounds pretentious .... : k 
( : A Certain Ratio are unpredictabie to the point of predictabiM 
(cliche time),inaccessible to the verge of insanity.But they play dance 
music=the insistent,crucial drumming of donald johnson is the backbone 
of the msice The music jarrs you,annoys you sometimes,and often . 
excites you..the riffs,combinations,however bizzare,manage tofall 
together so the music fits,it_'s exactly right,it may not be to your 
taste,but try as you might you can't really 
it....they're thoughtful yet stimulating. 
i brains without the boredm.Watch 
them, they could be great one day. 


We interveiwed them sometime 
ago-complete with photos,the lot. 
Unfortunatley,some cunt stole the 
bag containing it all, so here is what 
could salvage.Another interview soon??? 
W=Terri. Wpoketo Peter and Jez,mainly, . 
the others still being asleep... 


TW.Who are your main influences-? 
Peter-TheDolls,Eno,Wire. 

Simon-Alot of the ideas such as the 
tru®ets;whistles,thedrumm ing are taken 
frommvarious disco sources,such as 
Funkadelic. 


TW-Who d'you listen to,personally? 


Simon=Section 25 are brilliant. 


| Y Howdid you start out=? | 
Ba Peter-It was me andSsmon-he was 
a guitar,l was bass.No drums | 4 
Y TWWeYou've got a tag for being "uncomfortable 
, "discordant" how d'you feel about that? 
Peter=-Well we don't find it uncomfortable. 


It's what comes naturally to us. But 1 
can see why people would find it 50. 


TWe How would you def h your music-? 


Peter=Dance music. ER : | 
TW-Would you say it cen Ñ centered round thedrumming? 


Donald=-NO NU andNO0... 
PW=what d'you think of LonAWy * 
Peter-Horrible-full of poser stagnant. 


react to you? i 
- when we've been getting pretty 
e're a Manchester band playing on 


TW=How, did the Manchester 
petersthey) ated us... until rs 


ecstatic reactions-probably beca 


home ground. 


Twewhy did you realease a cassette 
Jez-Can't afford it-the casette stare 


Peel,but he asked us down for a session e 
q 


an LP7. 
out being a demo for 
before it was completed. 


That was a was te of money,so we decided to reale ase 400 


and see how they sold. 


Yeung Marble Giants @riginated from Cardiff 1 8 months ago.They had been in 
_Vvarieus “crappy" bands previvusly,but had decided to pack them in and do their 
own ¡totally original thing instead.Philip and Stuart are brothers,and they 
asked Alísen,and old school-friend to join them. They started out by releasing 
= two of their nunbers on an independant CardiffWoo-wave compilation LP: Rough 
Trade heard it and asked the band te do an LP for them. 
Ry Cellossal Youth 
The music is delicate, wiypiing# ethereal. There's no drum, juste rhythm machine(I 
think)and the guitar Keeps a delicate beat,.It's music to o, when you're 
alene,and it's Saturday night,and you doen't even care.alison Statton has a 


drifting,clear voice,the tunes are light as candy-floss,hig and gentleand 
su un-Sieuxsie-eque ly unshrill,you almost want te drown in itiise... 
»eif you actually listen to the words, you"1l find they make sense. In 
fact, the whole thing is y combination of sanity and daydreams - 
ew healthy... | 
INTERVIEW © 
I arrived at Rough Trade te meet the group,and I found that none ef them 
had arrived yet.Se I dessed around in the shop, feeling ridiculous,and finally 


Stuart materialised.We went inte ù e Kitchen and after a atruggle,managed te 
get some coffee out ef the mac ine. the ethertwo Fiants arrived so... 

_ TW Hew long have you been going? 
Stuart-about?18 menths.Six wenths ef writing the material,six months ef gigging 


and getting demeralised,then we almost gave it up-we decided to give it three 
menths before we started sending out demes | 
Alison-But we needn't have bothered,because Rough Trade he ard those twe 


tracks eff the compilation LP and they got in teuch with us and asked us to 
de someting fer them. | 


TW- at kind of deal have you gst with them? | 
Alisen-Well,we signed a contract with them for a years but it's completely 
up to us what we de | 


m™m-O Not at all like Vir; gin? 


Stuart-It's not really even contracted.They've got the copyright on anything¥YMG 
writes.That's all there is to it.There's no deadlines,or clashes or anything. | 
They're just really helpful. 
TW-Sohhow did you form?Did you know each otherffrom before? 
Alison-We werefin a band together before „a really bad band,and Phil and I 
decided to form a band, and Stuart wasn't doing any thing,so he joined as well 
Stuart% We more or less had the same idea=because I wanted to do my in- 
dependant thing at the same time. : 
TweHow did you feel about how ycur music would go downs I mean,lt's 
not like anything else,is it? , | 
Alison-It was strange,because we were really exposed,we gop wierd 
reactions.People were just spaced out,they didn't know what to make of 
UUS e 
stiart-We like to challenge people. When you go to gigs,everyone wears the 
right clothes,everyone gets pissed.But if the music'snot like that,if 
it doesn't fit,people don't do that.People felt out on a limb,so we used 
to be really apologetic as well-it'sso easy to fit into cliche roles 
and strut around.Une of the first things we didwas to release a cassette 
ofv our music,before we did any gigs, because we thought if people heard 
the music,then they'd enjoy it moref@Wwhen they go and see the band.Because 
th.ee's hundreds of groups in Cardiff,and people are really blase,so if 
we could create aj¥eaudience it would be a goodidea. 
TW- have.you got an audience there? | 
Phil-About 3 peopiee. a | E | 
Stuart-The people who like us are really good-but no,we don't have much. 
of an audience. : | wg 
Tw eWhat kind of people came to see you last night“ | ey 
Stuar t-Dunno,a mixed bunch really. 0 
Alison-Wuite a lot of people came on the strenghth of the album-they'd/ / 
heard a few tracks on John Peel,quite a few people said"I only heard one t 
track,out I came along. | 
Stuart-John Peel only plays one track at a time-l don't think he 
Alison-It's really funny,because he hasn't commited himself,l 
knows what to make of us-he just says "That was Young Marble 
no sarcastic comment afterwards or anything. 
Stuart-when he played the compilation album,he played everytpingsé 
off it except for us. | 
' QW- What kind of reaction did you get last night frro 
Stuart-Really good-the best so far. l 
Tw-How would you describe your music-? Foai 
Stuart=In a way 1 think it's rather naive-it trys tg be 
straight away.Peóple hear it on the radio and s4y-MmeyA 
whereas I think it's a Rbally good thing if 
On youe | 
TWeWhat kind of influences do’ you think 


AlisoneLEno, Ultravox,”’rooker T-it sort 6 the kop 


. TY=-"0, have you goy any plans for thetimmédia 
Totuart-well, we're playing in Holland ‘June ,wé 2 | 
and one in Brussels,and we're playi 5 j : 


just done a single as well, which wi 
tracks on it,allnew tracks-apart 
bit.Because we've only played 3 
about=15 gigs at the most. 


cl 


h 


IW-S6U were you all competent M sig z before? 
Alison-Well i've never been’a @ Sings 


just backing 
Phil-I've been playing xbout 
Stuart-You see the thjng i 
good at what you dH and“knocexs 
are very few thing6 I gan Actue 
TH e thing is,if yo ay tovall 
to Expect,but 14% yot_do the es 
“Clapton did,ahd it's ot 


lishéd bitythen €veryóne 

0ot=91,peop4e wilr sayUhrj] 
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7 Joy Division cag 
ACERTAIN RATIO 


Joy Division came on at ten,to a pak cked 
Ly hall. There was no bollocks about it the greeting 


i they recieved when they stumbled on stage made it 
iHiclear exactly who the crowd was for. ' 


ad They started the fiset with " Love 
Will Tear Us Apart",a song which was so shatt 


Yeringly beautiful,it's stayed in my head 
for days now.-it's'a fragile melody, 
hgunted and haunting,the music exactly 

| describing the trauma of the meaning of- 

a lyrics. Some peoplewould describe the 


‘song as tranquil,it far from 
tranquilises me.It shatters me with its 
gently concealed emotions,its acceptance of 
sordid reality. 
The set moved on,each song seperate 
and whole,the tune remembered somewhere in the 
subconcious., moving me, the dumb spectator, 
with its painting of the darker senses—emotion§ 
we would rather keep locked away from view 
the overpowering,inevitable blackness Joy 
Division shatter you with what you dimly know, 
they create anguished music,manically oppresive 


The other numbers I remember-Atmosphere 
| nearly in the same line as Love Will Tear Us, 
fy; apart with a simple melody held in the key- 
MAN. boards.The keyboards has given the music a 
H much wholer sound.It seems to bring all 
' the instuments together,providing an essential 
backbone. Something like "Atrocity Exhibition"- 
¡Y which I've heard at.several of their gigs, ` 
, and whoge namel still don't exactly Know. | 
. This is one of their most powerful numbers-it hag 
a line which is repeated"This is the way,step 
inside"until it builds itself upintoa frenzied, 
|, agonized climax. 
| Thething about Joy Division gigs 
Vis that each song exactly describes the meaning 
behind it,through any or all of the mediums- 
į the instruments,vocals so that whatever language 
wou speak,you totally understandeach 


individual song. 


| | Joy Division are sublime without 
contrivance on their part.Their is nothing 
virtuoso BAON their thecnical performance 
nothing you can pin 


down and say"Right, 


this is „why everyone is raving on about them" 


It's so frustrating writing about them,their music is physical, 
it defies being condensed into words. 


a BGBTAIN RATIO 


A Certain Ratio were headlining this night,The crowd was curious-A (R 
had been getting a lot of ambiguos press lately. 
Well,this was an unfortunate night to pick,because from the begining, . 
it seemed that there was an ill- omen over that particular night's 
performance.Some intelligent member of the Joy Division road-crew had 
failed to do the PA properly,so it duly blewafter the set had started. 


There was an annoying pause,after which the set continued, smoothly 
enough,even though there was some heckling. | | 
A C R shatter conventions,are defiant and belligerent 
about it,loving the impatience and incomprehention on the faces of the 
ignorant,those conditioned to only understand conventional,catagorisable 
pop,whith a conveniant NOO?WAVE pose or 1980 heavy-metal cum punk. 


But through this,A6R produce a graceful yet bizzare sound,sensetive but 
powerful.IN most of the songs,there is an undercurrant of unease 
and in some,like "all night parties"an atmosphere ofoppressed doom.This 
was their first single,very reminiscent of Joy Division,in the tense, 
emotive building-up of the chorus.Now,Donald Johnson(drummer) 's arrival 
has swerved themusic into more funk-orientated,andsomehow more groping 
far less safe horizones.They have now got a unique,jerky sound,startling . 
because it doesn't give a shit about making nice music,it throws together 
influences which clash,undreamed of combinations,which somehow ,often, 
provoke thought and excitement instead of ‘the expected revulsion.What I'm 
trying to say is,through their exploring diverse paths ,ACc# have discovered 


how to combine originality: with ithought and sensetivity,and have come 
out with a challenge to ...well,to anything 


The oppressive,manic "Crippled Child" and. the wierd enigmatic 


funk of Do The Du are two of their most"typical " songs. 
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THE TEARDROP &PLODES. 


the Teardrop — were playing the Southbank poly,and you had to be 
a student to get in.Ur else pay double. I happen to be at school,and skint, 
so it was lucky I had sponged my way onto e: guestlist previously, 
wasn't it. | 
Teardrop played a. great A Cobles thepold with the new" 

which means they played an unrecognisably reformed,stunning,apocalyptic 
version of "Bouncing Babies" it had aquired a Doors-like intensity and 
passion with a majestic,exhillerating finale» they also played their 
collection of. bland. love-songs-bland if you're only half-tuned,and you 
let the music pass over you-but withia subtle strong undercurrent of gentle | ° 
humour and potent witwhich is so easily overlooked. 

The next day found me sitting in a bedroom at what resembled a 
pre-war warehouse with Julian Cope,the exhuberent,intense vocalist. 


H haa 
t "I just get loads and loads of ideas from things like 
Fritz Lang-like I just got a book-it's really amazing,it's like a bible 
its LS 1945,just after the war ended-its incredible how many people 
went back to Christianity after the war ended-as something to clingi 
tows the bloke who'd written this,a Catholic priest,it was incredtsible 
he really believed in all these things-he was saying "Yes,yes this will 
save us''in pencil underneath,or something underlined three times in red 
Saying" “I think this is what will save us"Il's incredible because he'd 
suddenly got this faith he hadn't got during the war,and he was reall 
clinging to it.I felt really horrible actually »1 felt like 1 was prying ” 
Also,it's quite sad, E cd eee you know allhishepes would be attered, 
eventually. 


"Yes, that's why I love war things.It's really bad at the mement,because of 
all this ten&$ion,everyene's expecting a nuclear disaster. Mere's got to be 
a war,it's just when," 
It sounds terrible,but I'm not particularly betnered.If it's geing 
to Nappen, it's going to Wappen. | 
"Yeh, if you run around in a panie, you just get so bered. ' 


My attitudes have Changed leads since we foriied the band.I used to think 
'God, I've got to think for four people. 'But I den't think for “our people, 
I think for me. You can't try and combine Me ideas of four seperate people- 
you can enly de it properly if it's just yeu...that's what werries me about 
people like the Pop Group-they're trying te preachto a converted crew, these 
whe knmow it all already. if they were trying to cenvert a disce crowd, whe 
maybe den't...doing the album with the band has been really wierd-Dave, our 
manager(also the band's keybeardist) and Bill, our other manager were suppesed 
to be producing it,but I ended up producing most of it.y voice Ras cot a 
sort of gentle warmth to it, and as far as the warmth went, they were very 
good at putting that acress,but when it came to the violent tracks, Ney were 
still thinkinng in terms of warmth ...WE've had seme massive arguments abeut 
the way that it was dene-That's what I mean about thinking siwews fer our 
people.It doesn't work.I don't agree with democracy as far as that's concerned, 


because all yeu get is a cheapned versien cf what you originally wanted. It's 


allright if you want to cembine the ideas of four seperate people which are 


incredibally strong,but yuu den't went a watered -down version en any level.. 


De they resent it at all? 


"Yes, it just gets to the stage when I'm saying "Look, we're deing this,we're 
deing that" ANd because I speak se leudly,and 1 I bead "This is what we' re deing" 
they just say "Fucking hell, ok, Ok"" 

It's understandable, if you're ina Pap as well,and semebedie's telling 
you what to de the whele time. 


> 


"The thing is I've got se D definite ideas-I still search areund in 
space fer a let of thém,but tne enes I've ceme up with,I've ceme up with ever 


a series ef menths.I'n strong about them, therefere. They didn't want the lyrics 


en the album sleeve,because 1 wrete the lyrics, But I said, "Leek, you've get te 
have the lyrics on,I want the lyrics on,."But I'd thegh at it, den't | 
de any t ing witheut thinking abeut it,and I dug tt, N 

out all ny albums with lyric sheets,and it = 
didn't leok pretentieus at all,it leeked 2% 
really agian de t 


_ I den' t find that pretentious at all, \ vs 
the opposite, What I find pretenties is all 
the cultivated ambiguity-like 1 found the © 
presentatien on the Sinple minds albun | 


very slightly pretentious.1'm net saying | : 
anything about the music,it's just ‘tne ~< PEE 


attitude ‘Look at us we're abeve advertisw9 ARA 
J E E RO 
ourselves is slightly irriteting. O di 


o 


r 


y 


"It's funny yeu s ouid mention simp) a lis BENS did A 
Minds,because they were down at Reck- + ho Ae eae ae 
field when we were dewn there, recerding |b‘ MEA seems 
and Jim kerr, the vecalist,gees fer this. 


very big,synthesised seund,and I said 


"tight,this is geing to be a completel; 
nen'New-biusic' album" and Jim Kerr,he f 
really liked it.We8gve used a lot of bigg; am 
we haven't used it in a seul way er => MN 


anything ,we've used it in this really $ == 


big,almost Latin way.It's very 


natural.And Jim Kerr saidhe really fia: 
liked the comment we made in the DEEE 
NWE the ether week. 'hic surprisedái 

me,because 1 dun't think in 


terms ef bands reading A 


comuents -whic is really geod, 


= 
y 
7O Pia 


because I de,and I think you veta 
O 


goft te be aware er what's « 
A 


going on. 


"With the nerthern bands, there's a let ef unity in a strange sert ef way. 
Therés us, Eche and the Bunnymen and Joy Division, well, the Bunny men and us 
especially,because we lead in the Same cellar,and we all used te share 
flats." i 
And willl ve ‘eke mre the samme! itita head it in boeks) 

"Yeah well, yeu know Mac, their singer,well he and + wrote that seng-I prefer 
their version,actually.anyway, there's this sərt’ ef bond.. I think the thing 
about Lenden bands is tat. there' s this sort of easily-shatterable sheen ever 
them-a feke: kind ef thing wnich they weulán' t be seen without.The thing abeut 


bands fron the Nerth is that they're very epen-ended.TMere's ne particular seund 
but there's a very definite attitude te the music.And there's a let mere 
unity.Like 1 want them all te de well., but I want us te de better,. It weuld 


be pathetic and pretentieus if I pretended net te.With a let ef Lenden bands 
Me image is eften mere emphasised than the actual music,but with a let ef 
previncial bands, the image falls tegether after the music.' 


'lt'a funny,but this teur is really a Teardrep Expledes ge ever 
the tep sərt ef thing-Nence the chaos last night(Seut Bank pely)half-wa y 
threugh ,I theught 'Fuck it,this is really great,if I was watching it,I'd be 
really inte it'.We're doing a videe in Reckfield seen.It ceuld be amazing 
because 5ill, the bleke whe préduced it,he wanted Teardrep te seund like a 


band playing in the middle of a war-zene.and I theught "Yeah ? "because 
we're playing these nice,trite leve-sengs with all this chaes geing en,yoeu 


knew,smeke clearing, tetal destructien all areund-and I think it'll really 
werk.And if it deesn't,well, we'll have tried it anyway." 


IN wnat direction d'yeu see Tearep me ving? 
“The thing is,we've get a let ef stuff I've written which iis just pian# and 


vecals,a let ef stuff that desn't use band line-ups-because band line-ups are 
80 restricting-yeu knew, you're in a band se yeu've get to we iio 
got te use drums ,yeu've got to use ergan.ánd I den't think yeu should have te. 
Because when we used brass on the album, there were a lot ef things that would 
have werked better if we'd enly used trumpet and voice,fer instance.Because ' 
we'd written it as a whole band,it came out as a whole band -a lot ef the time 


we drepped things as we went aleng.But with the new sengs,the whele framewerk 
as get te change.l was going to de a selo single, just vecals and trunpet, but 


then I theught"Nv, that's silly,because we've enly had the band tegether a y-ar a 

. and a half ,and after a year and a half, yeu should be aiming at putting it 
inte the band.Because it weuld be Fally amazing -because seme ef the things 

I'm inte pusheds o many barriers.1 listen te a let ef Walker brothers -my vecals 

are influenced by them-you knew ,the big, "English" sound. 


Sometimes I ay erry about the blandness ef the som gs-because 
de are very bland,and ene thing I den't want to sound is smug.-that's ene 


thing I can't stand.The new version ef Sleeping Gas finishes eff the LP and 
I mean finishes it off.It's se chaetic-I just felt tetally drainedafter we did it 


We finished it at 7 e'cleck in the merning. It was just Hugh, the 


engineer and me.And 1 was just sitting there -there's this peally heawy piano 


the piano gets really atenal,it just goes DANG DANG DANG...when you de the 


mixing,you get everything set up and you bring in different things ,and Hugh 
was going "THIS IS FUCKLNG AMAZING, THIS 15 FUCKING BRILLIANT’. | bringim the | ; 


s piano,Ju"and I was fading the piano in-20d there's two Pianos,one that's 


just plonKing along,one that s going totally crezgover the tæ of thismue' ve. 
got this sort of hunting trumpet going...it's just imcredibje.tave you heard 
Little Red Riding Hood hy Robert Uyatt? Well you know the really hysterical 
trumpets in that? Our trumpet sound was very much influenced by that. 


50 wic's influenced you mest? AN AA 


| "My mein influences are the Velvets the Doors the Walker Brothers Robert 
WYatt, the Doors are just incredibleyou think of them as a very sort of bti g band 
but en all their albums 


o S there's about 3 really gentle love sengs ."' 


WHAT I heard or the radio today filled me with conviction that whatever it | 
13,Fate is net fair or well-planned,or maybe it's the oppesite and uncannily, 


Worrifically apt. 


3 


lan Curtis died today | | sde 
I an Curtis killed himself today | 


It was inevitable,what. else could be cencieved? 
The music ef Joy Divisionhad always béen the music of doom, oppressive, Hpa 
reppressed passiens,emotiens that dictate th e course ot life,emetions that 


we vivelate,mutate, destroy.Vielence breeds vielence.Joy HAM Divisien, of 


anyene „were destined -its not the right word-te cume te a shattering end 


| . And maybe death is what they e were striving towards ,because | 
dea thhad always been in the music,grimly smiling,or as a compassionate release. | y 
| | And all this talk ef the music,nene of the individual behind ät- ~~ 
the articulator of this feeling.But what can I say?the most apprepiatething , 
is a dead Cli he. More Un anything I wishthat Ian Curtis has found,in death ` 
the serenity that evaded him in life. | 


And now 1'mesld and numb,because it's 


ear ly morning and a 
smell part of me is screaming-mat a waste. ae 
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